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ii. Griffin Stith, student at William and Mary 1802 ; Judge of 
General Court of Virginia 19th August, 1816; d. unmarried 
June, 1817. 

27. iii. John Stith, d. about 1823; mar. Nancy Cary. 

iv. Ann Stith, mar. Wright Southgate, of Norfolk, Va. 
v. Polly Stith, d. unmarried. 

16. Susanna Stith 5 (Griffin,* Drury, 3 Drury, 2 John 1 ) was 
born in 1759 and died 31st March, 1838. She married, in 1779, 
Christopher Johnston (b. October, 1750; d. 6th March, 1819), 
of Baltimore, Md. They had issue : 

i. Maria Stith Johnston, 6 b. 6th March, 1781 ; d. unmarried 
8th August, 1875. 

ii. John Johnston, b. nth February, 1783; d. young. 

28. iii. Janet Johnston, b. 4th September, 1784; d. 2d Sep- 
tember, 1816; mar. Rev. James Inglis. 

iv. John Griffin Johnston, b. 7th October, 1786; mar. Ariana 
Price. 

v. Robert Neilson Johnston, b. 29th October, 1788; d. s. p. 
3d September, 1845; mar. his cousin, Maria Pringle. 

vi. Susanna Johnston, b. 6th January, 1791 ; d. unmarried 
1 8th November, 1871. 

vii. Elizabeth Johnston, b. 16th April, 1793 ; d. young. 

29. viii. Elizabeth Johnston, b. 31st July, 1795; d. 1st No- 
vember, 1864; mar. John Muir Hepburn. 

30. ix. Christopher Johnston, b. 18th May, 1800; d. 2d Sep- 
tember, 1835 ; mar. Eliza Gates. 

(To be Continued.) 



THE DEGGE FAMILY. 

The investigations made from time to time in the British 
records are constantly proving the respectability of the emigrants 
to Virginia. The following shows the origin of the Degge 
family. This name Degge Has been corrupted into Degges and 
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Digges, and under these different spellings (Degge, Degges, 
Digges) descendants of John Degge, the original emigrant, are 
still to be found in Virginia and in the South and West. 

On page 982, Vol. III., of Familiae Minorum Gentium (Har- 
leian Society Publications) appears the following pedigree: 

Thomas Degge, of Strongshall, in County Stafford, England, 
near Uttoxeter, where he is buried, married Dorothy, daughter 
of George Critchlow, of Wellescote, County Derby, who died in 
the third year of Charles I. (1627). They had issue: (1) Sir 
Simon Degge, one of the Justices of the Marches of Wales. He 
married twice: (1) Jane, daughter of Thomas Orrel, of Staf- 
fordshire, and (2) Alice, daughter of Anthony Oldfield, of near 
Spalding, widow of either James or William Trollope. By his 
second marriage he had a grandson Simon, aged 16 in 1710. 
(2) Robert, of Strongshall, married a daughter of John Rowley 
of the Ribs (?) (3) Isaac, of Nantwich, Skinner, married Rose, 
daughter of John Marshal, of Wisbeche. They had three chil- 
dren: John, Simon and Mary; (4) Catherine married George 
Walklett, of Staffordshire. A man of this name was a leader in 
Bacon's Rebellion, and this identity of name suggests kinship. 
Possibly he was a grandson. 

The following will is extracted from the District Registry of 
the Probate Division of His Majesty's High Court of Justice at 
Chester, Cheshire, England : 

In the name of God, Amen. This is the last will and Testament 
of me Mary Degge of Namptwich in the County of Chester Spinster, 
'being sound and perfect of mind and memory God be praised for the 
same I doe make and ordain this my last will and testament as follow- 
ing First I comite my spirit into the hands of God who gave it me, 
my body to be decently buryed in Namptwich Church by my Father and 
Mother and Aunt and my other relations if Mr. Churc'h at Tonston will 
give me leave, if not by my brother in his buriall place in the Church 
Yard in as deep a grave as they can well make, and I would have a 
sermon the text in 31 Psalm and the 5th verse "Into thy hands I com- 
mend my spirit For thou hast redeemed me O Lord thou God of Truth" 
if not one this text nOe Sermon for it is: above forty years since I made 
choice of it and with these words as if my last I comite my self into 
the hands of Jesus Christ my Redeemer every night I sleep in whom 
is my whole trust and comforte Item I give and bequeath to my nephew 
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John Degge, son of my brother John Degge, one duble pestole of gold 
one sermon book write by my Father an essay of Friendship Devine 
Poems by Speed Doc Hammonds Practicall Cateshisms Item I give 
and bequeath to my nephew Simon Degge son of my brother John Degge 
one Portugalle Piece of Gold one large Herball a booke of tith write 
by Sr. Simon Degge a book of Sermons a Collection of Nativitis Sr. 
George Whartons works Item, I give and bequeath to my nephew 
Marshall Degge son of my brother Jolin Degge one piece of Portugalle 
Gold my Seall w th ye Degge & Marshall ArmeS the Practis of Piety 
ye Jews conspiracy against ther King, Exposion one ye Church Catechisme 
Item I give and bequeath to my nephew Charles Degge son of my 
Brother John one broad piece of gold St. Augustine Meditations Bishop 
Andrews devotion conference by Gilbert Burnet Item I give and bequeath 
to my nephew James Degge son, of my brother John one broad piece of 
gold a book write by Henry ye 8th against Luther and ye Method of 
private devotion Item I give and bequeath to my nephew William 
Degge, son of my brother John, one broad piece of Gold a book one 
Lent and meditations one eternity Item I give and bequeath to my 
nephew Anthony Degge Son of my brother John one broad piece of gold 
Bishop Halls case of consience ye following of Christ by Thomas A. 
Kempis Item I give and bequeath to my niece Rose Morgan daughter 
of my brother John Degge one 'broad piece of gold w th a Septer one 
gold ringe with 7 white stones. The Art of contentment bound up w th 
2 other Shelock one death Bishop Sands Sermon Doctor Featleys 
Fountain of tears Item I give and bequeath to my niece Mary Degge 
daughter of my nephew Simon Degge son of my brother John two 
broad pieces of gold one gold ringe enamelled w th black marke T M 
one silver proringer markt M D a thick one one silver spoon wh my 
name att length a new one my eare rings my silver bodkin my silver 
bucklet in my best shoues ; one pair of fine flaxen sheets markt M D 
2 bredths and halfe one pair of fine holland Pillibers markt R. D, ye 
whole Duty of Man, Ye Ladys calling my Common Prayer Booke Item 
I give and bequeath to my niece Rebeckah daughter of my nece Rose 
Morgan one broad piece of gold one gold ringe markt J M w th a 
a death's head in black one silver poringer markt A M and one silver 
spoon markt A M my psalter a book called ye New Years gift Docter 
Collets Devotions Item I give and bequeath to my nephew John Degge 
son of my brother Simon Degge ye bed bolster pillow curtains conter- 
pain and blankets and all 'belongings to ye bed I lye one A paire of 
sheets and a paire of pillobfs markt wh J D ye brase pote y* is set for a 
boyler in ye brewe' house ye great goeburns in ye kitchen ye great table 

in ye kitchen ye great leather chaire in ye parlor and ye sum of pounds 

of lawfull money If he dyes or doth not perform his Fathers will to his 
sisters then to be divided betweene his sister Margaret and Rose or two 
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ye longest liver Item I give and bequeath to my nece Margaret Axton 

daughter of my brother Simon Degge ye sume of pounds of lawful 

money, a silver cupe w th one handle a silver sugar boat a silver spoon 
w* h my name att Length 2 little spoons markt M D one gold ringe w th 
a white deaths head Handle Church: my great Bible Doctor Collets 
Devotions advice to a friend ye Devote Communicant my great cabinet 
one little black cabinet my dressing box halfe my pictures my great 
looking glass a chushen of my mothers work two pillows markt M D 
a little ovall table coper tea pot a green celler of bottles Item I give 
and bequeath to my nece Rose Degge daughter of my brother Simon ye 

sum of pound of lawful money one silver tankard a paire 

of silver salts one spoon markt A M 2 little ones markt E P one gold 
ringe w th a white deaths head Markt W D my own picture a little black 
cabinet my combe box ye looking glass in my closet the green curtains 
rug chairs fether bed bolster all as belongs to it a pair of pillows stript 
ticks ye table w th a drawer in it a Bible of my Mothers work the 
Government of Ye tonge ye weekly preparation Item I give to Mary 
Bailey for her true and honest service my clothes I weare every day 6 
pewter plats markt R D one pewter dish ye brase kettle in ye chimney 
ye brase skelet w th 3 feet and forth shillings in money Iten I give and 
bequeath to John . Baley son of Charles and Mary Bailey Five pounds to 
put him out to prentice or to be paid to him at ye age of twenty one Item 
I give and bequeath to Charles Bailey ye sum of Ten Shillings this 7 
pounds ten to be paid out of ye moneys Charles Bailey owes me ye rest 
of the moneys which will remain due from Charles Bailey to me I give 
to Margaret Axton and Rose Degg to take it as he can pay it and not 
trouble him for it Item I give and bequeath all my wearing clothes and 
apparell of all sortes to my three neces in Virginia Rose Morgan daughter 
of my brother John and Rebeckah Morgan her daughter and to my 
nece Mary Degge daughter of my nephew Simon Degge and my house- 
hold goods and house linings which is not named two be devided between 
my five neces Rose Morgan Rebeckah Morgan Mary Degge Margaret 
Axton Rose Degge and the rest of my books which are not named to 
be deviede between my 2 brothers sons and what money is left in gold 
or silver after legacyes paid and the funerall charges and debts paid if 
I owe any I give it to, my nece Margaret and Rose Degge and the rest 
of my books which are not named to be devided between my 2. brothers 
sons Item I give and bequeath to Ann Shacklock her weding ringe and 
if she pay twenty shillings to Margaret Degge twenty to Rose Degge 
when they shall deliver to the said Ann Shacklock the two rings above 
named which I have given them Item I give and bequeath to Mr. John 
Comberbach one broad piece of gold to buy him a ringe Item I give and 
bequeath to Mr. Mathew Meken one broad piece of gold to buy him a 
ring and lastly I do nominate and desire the said Mr. Comerbach and Mr. 
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Meken Executors of this my last Will and Testament my brother told 
me y* they were godfathers to John and Margaret Soe I make it my 
last request that they will take care of the children they haveing noe 
friends neare them this I desire should be performed as my last will and 
Testament In Witness Whereof I the said Mary Degg have hereunto 
put my hand and seall the 13th day of September in the year of our 

Lord 1716 Mary Degge Item I give and bequeath to ! my niece 

Mary Degge daughter of my nephew Simon Degge five broad pieces of 
gold 2 of my best holland shifts 2 of my best flaxen shifts and all my 
pach work quilt chairs cushens and all the rest; my silver bodkin thimble 
buttons for my sieves buckles for my shoes, my c flourished apron and 
night vail hood and head clothers handkerchiefs and rufles paire of fine 

flaxen sheets 2 breath and half miarkt pair of fine pillebers markt 

R. D. the rest that is not named to be devided as above said In Witness 
whereof I the said Mary Degg have hereunto put my hand and seall 
the 21 day of September in the year of our Lord 1716. 

Wittness Mary Degge 

L S 

I have sent ye ring to my Lady Sanderson and Ye Medle to her 
Son. 

Proved in the Consistory Court of Chester on the 19th April 1722. 

It is evident that the maker of this will, Mary Degge, is the 
Mary mentioned in the pedigree as the daughter of Isaac Degge, 
of Nantwich, Skinner, and Rose, his wife, daughter of John 
Marshall of "Wisbeche." She was a niece of Sir Simon Degge. 
She refers to her "three neces In Virginia : Rose Morgan, daugh- 
ter of my brother John and Rebecca Morgan her daughter, and 
Mary Degge, daughter of my nephew Simon Degge." In those 
days "nieces" and great-nieces" were not distinguished, but both 
designated as "nieces." From this will, it seems that her brother 
John Degge had seven sons: John, Simon, Marshall, Charles, 
James, William and Anthony. Her brother Simon had a son 
John. 

The Virginia family begins with John Degge, who patented 
lands in Virginia in 1673. He was evidently John Degge, brother 
of the testatrix. It was evidently his son John, whose inventory 
recorded in Middlesex County, Virginia, in 1726, mentions a 
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silver seal, which was probably the seal given to Marshall Degge 
by Mary Degge's will. 

Among the descendants of this John Degge, of Virginia, the 
rather distinctive names of Simon, Anthony and Isaac repeatedly 
occur, and a branch of the family in Virginia still holds a very 
ancient copy of a Degge coat-of-arms bearing date 1483 (see 
Quarterly, II., page 29). 



EXCERPTS FROM THE SOUTHERN LITERARY 
MESSENGER. 

(Continued from last number ) 

Copied from the Southern Literary Messenger, Vol. VI. 

pages 76-77. 

1840. 

"Murray's Travels." 

We now approach the only part of the book perhaps which 
is calculated to wound the feelings of any one whose name is 
mentioned, or who is so described as to be quickly recognized. 
In justice to Mr. Murray we quote at length: 

"I availed myself with mudh pleasure of the hospitable offers of one 
or two gentlemen, whose acquaintance I had made in Richmond, of pay- 
ing them a visit. I disembarked accordingly about sixty miles down the 
river, and received a kind welcome in the house of one of the oldest fam- 
ilies in the State. Here I remained four or five days; and if the wishes 
of the friendly and excellent host, or of his guest, had been alone to be 
consulted, I might have remained there as many weeks, so agreeable was 
the domestic circle in which I found myseilf, and so pressing were the in- 
vitations to prolong my stay. In Virginia, as in England, a country- 
house is a very hot-house of acquaintance, and ripens it much earlier than 
the common garden of society; and the hospitality of Virginia is de- 
servedly celebrated. 

"Proceeding down the river about fifteen miles, I paid another visit 
to two gentlemen, brothers, who were connections of my former host. 



